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ABSTRACT
The sample survey of 80 boys aged (10 to 17) were interviewed in June 2005 at house

of detention  and Juvenile Jail. for juvenile delinquency. The impact of environmental factors
on juvenile delinquency was studied on the conjugal relations of the parents, educational
religious training and observance of rituals, area of socialization and crowding in home. The
study reveals that socio cultural environment and intra family factors influences anti-social
activities of the delinquent juveniles. The primary environment for fundamental training is
responsible for delinquent behaviour.
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INTRODUCTION
Environmental factors on delinquent

behaviours of the juveniles usually reveals that
not only the factors of inheritance, but also the
environmental field forces comprising the
individual’s cultural as well as intra-family
interactions to which he has been exposed in
the early years of his life contribute heavily to
the determination of later delinquent behaviour.
Emotional environment of the family interaction
is the most crucial factor for juveniles (Ahuja
Ram 2000) The objective of the present study
is to know the impact of socio-cultural
environment on the delinquent behaviour of
juveniles.

MATERIAL AND METHODS
The Ss were 80 Boys (aged 10 to 17)

who were subdivided into two equal groups:
(i) Experimental  group  consisting of  40

boys convicted of various antisocial and delin-
quent activities.

(ii) Control group consisting of 40 boys
with no background or incidence of delinquent
behaviour.

Both the groups were matched with re-
spect to age, sex and languages spoken.
Homogeniety of the Groups was also main-
tained in respect of economic  conditions

Interviews   with   the delinquent Ss were
made in the  juveniles Jail and in the House of
Detention. Their parents were reached through
the help of probation officers. Home-visits of
the Ss gave us a first hand experience of the
socio-psychological milieus in which these Ss
had grown up.

Life-history and other materials gath-
ered in this way was then combined to make
up comprehensive case-material for each
Sample.

The same procedures were adopted in
collecting data from normal Sample. With the
exception they were picked up and chosen from
different schools.
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Experimental
Very little is known about the relation-

ship between room spacing in the family and
the personality formation of the individual, the

Table 1
1. Crowding in Home

Delinquent Non Delinquent Difference
f % f % %

Very spacious
(2 rooms per member) 1 2.50 3 7.50 5.00
Spacious
(1 room per member) 3 7.50 5 12.50 5.00
Normal
( room per 2 members 6 15.00 10 25.00 10.00
Crowded
(1 room per 4 members) 14 35.00 20 50.00 15.00
Over crowded
(1 room per 8 or more members) 16 40.00 2 5.00 35.00

Total X2 = 21.10
  P  <  .01

data point out that there is certainly an appre-
ciable connection between these factors and
that “further study might reveal the true nature
of the relationship.

Analysis of the above table shows that
the delinquents are drawn from more “over
crowded” families than the non-delinquents. In
40.0% of the former group there are eight or
more than eight members in one bedroom,
whereas only 5% of the latter fall in this
category. 35.0% of homes in which the
delinquent boys were reared up can be
characterised as “crowded”, one half of the
non-delinquent (50.0%) fall in this category.
15.0% of the delinquents and 25.0% of the non-
delinquents are from normally spaced homes.
10.0% of the delinquents and 20.0% of the non-
delinquents are from spacious and very spacious
homes.

2. Conjugal Relations of the Parents :
Table 2 shows that the parents of only

25.0% of the delinquents are living together and
are on good terms with each other as compared
to the 65.0% of the parents of the non-
delinquents. 62.5% of the parents of the
delinquents and 32.5% of the non-delinquents
live together but have occasional friction and
disharmony between them. 12.5% of the
parents of the delinquent (non-delinquent—
2.5%) live, in the same house but are, not at all
on good terms with one another. No separation
or divorce was recorded in either group.

Table 2
Delinquent Non Delinquent Difference
f % f % %

Parents both living together in congenial 10 25.00 26 65.00 40.00
harmony,
Occasional friction between them 25 62.50 13 32.50 30.00
Live within the home but not on good terms 5 12.50 1 2.50 10.00
Separated recently - - - - -
Divorced - - - - -

Total X2  =  13.54
 P   <      .01
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Thus the delinquents are less favorably
circumstanced than the non-delinquents in re-
spect of mutual relationships between parents
and all this adversely affects character build-
ing, the setting of standards of emulation^ the
development of persona) security and disci-
pline. Parental interaction characterized by dis-
harmony and friction apparently serves as a
precipitating factor for the subsequent delin-
quent behaviour of children.
3. Family Discipline

In family discipline the extremes of
“over-strictness” and “extreme laxity” can be
equally harmful to the child. A reasonable de-
gree of important.

Table 3
Delinquent Non Delinquent Difference
f % f % %

Over strict 6 15.00 5 12.50 2.50
Strict 1 2.50 8 20.00 17.50
Reasonable restriction 5 12.50 20 50.00 37.50
Weak Discipline 10 25.00 5 12.50 12.50
Extremely lax 18 45.00 2 5.00 40.00

X2  = 28.84
 P < .01

Table 4
Delinquent Non Delinquent Difference
f % f % %

Too religious 7 17.50 2 5.00 12.50
Much religious 1 2.50 16 40.00 37.50
Just religious 5 12.50 17 42.50 30.00
Liberal 18 45.00 3 7.50 37.50
Never performs rituals : 9 22.50 2 5.00 17.50

X2  = 28.84
 P < .01

“Over-strictness” and rigidity in disci-
pline prevailed in 15.0% of the homes of the
delinquents (non-delinquent - 12.5%); “some-
what strict discipline” was maintained in about
one-fourth of the non-delinquent families (de-
linquent-25%; non-delinquent - 20%),’
“reasonable restrictions” were imposed only in
1.5% of the families of the delinquents and in
half of the non-delinquent household. “Weak
discipline” was observed in relatively more in
number of the families of the delinquent (delin-
quent - 25.%; non-delinquent - 12.5%). Extreme
lack of discipline was observed in 45.0% of
the families of the delinquent boys. This was
true only in 5.0% of the families of the non-
delinquent.

4. Religious Training and Observance of
   Rituals

It is observed from the data that a striking
difference exists between the families of the
delinquent and the normal with regard to the
observance of religious ceremonies and religious
training. Obsessional adherence to the religious
practices may be viewed as a kind of defense
against personal insecurity, and feelings of guilt

and remorse. But on the whole observance of
rituals in the family tends to help the child to
see and place things in a perspective other than
purely mundance. It is told that religion has the
peculiar ability of precipitating the ordinary
worries and mischances of life into new and
saner patterns. (Allport, 1951) Hence the
recognition of the integrative function of religion
in personality development seen.
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In this study table no. 4 show that more
than two-thirds of the delinquent families
(67.5%) have had a too much liberal set up:
Many of them (22.5%) never observed rituals
in the Family. 12.5% of the families of the non-
delinquents were in this category. 12.5% of the
-delinquents and 42.5% of the non-delinquent
came from homes where the members of the
family are just religious. 2.5% of the families
of the delinquents and 40.0% of those of the,
non-delinquents could be classified as much
religious. The members of 17.5% of the families
from which the delinquents came and those of

Table 5
Delinquent Non Delinquent Difference
f % f % %

Marked 5 12.50 27 67.50 55.00
Some 23 57.50 12 30.00 27.50
None 12 30.00 1 2.50 27.50

X2  =25.222
P    <     .01

5.0% of the families in which the non-delinquent
boys were reared up were really too much
religious. The chisquare test achieving .01 level
of significance clearly indicates that there is
some positive relationship between the
observations of rituals in early life and the
absence of anti-social behaviours.

5. Cohesiveness Within the family
Associative tendencies characterised

by cohesivenss, i.e. having a “we-feeling” in
general plays an important role on the devel-
opment of personality.

Table 5 shows that among the
delinquents the larger proportion of their
families demonstrated   dissociative   tendencies
in   the form of constant quarrel, bickering and
clash. Comparatively  the  lower proportion  of
the families of the normals have had such
tendencies.
6. Area of Socialization Rural  Vs.  Urban

The nature and quality of community
organisation   is   important   in   our   society.

Delinquency has forced to be associated,
statistically, with modern urban, industrialized
life. As stated by Reckless and Smith (1932),
“without exception all of the investigations show
rural delinquency to be less than urban
delinquency per unit of population.

Table No. 6 shows that 82.5% of the
delinquents were reared up in urban
metropolitan setting whereas only 40.0% of the
non-delinquents reared up in urban areas.

Table 6
Delinquent Non Delinquent Difference
f % f % %

Rural 7 17.50 24 60.00 42.50
Urban 33 82.50 16 40.00 42.50

 Total X2  =15.218
 P<.001
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CONCLUSION
From The Present Study it reveals that

socio cultural environment and intra family
factors influence antisocial activities of the
delinquent juveniles on the whole, the available
data support the major contention of this study.

Thus it can be concluded that primary
environment for fundamental training is
responsible for delinquent behaviour.
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