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ABSTRACT 
 

The caracal (Caracal caracal) is one of the small felid species and secretive animal in Iran. 
We could prepare the distribution map of caracal by data and evidences in Iran Department 
of Environment and field visits. With field surveys in Kavir National Park in September 
2006, we achieved some results concerning caracal's habitat characteristics and were 
identified the rodents that can use by caracals as prey, like Cape hare: Lepus capensis, Small 
five- toed jerboa: Allactaga elater, Blanford's jerboa: Jaculus blanfordi, Persian jird: 
Meriones persicus. Also we introduced factors of threaten caracal population in Iran, for 
instance loss habitat, lack of prey and in some protected areas to collision with vehicles on 
the road. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Caracal (Caracal caracal) is a felid 
species that named desert lynx or desert 
black-eared as well. They are resident in 
desert areas but they are not observed in the 
very dry areas, on the contrary sand cat 
(Felis margarita), is observed in these areas. 
Ghazaghestan is northernmost limit of 
caracal range and India is eastern limit of its 
range3,4.  

Approximately caracal is one of the 
abundant cats in Iran because more often 
there are records from its observation in the  

 
protected areas.Unfourtunatly there isn’t 
genetic information of caracal in Iran, but are 
believed south Iranian caracals belong to 
subspecies C.c.schmitzi (Matschie.1812) 
(Central India to Arabia). 

MATERIAL AND METHODS  
The field surveys have been performed 

in September 2006 in Kavir National Park 

.Kavir area located in Semnan province. This 
area has been protected since 1964. 442213 
ha. of this area were promoted to national 
park in 1982 and 248957 ha. to be left over 
protected area. Kavir National Park is as 
typical example of desert habitats having all 
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the central Iran topographic structures and is 
a valuable collection of plant, animal and 
mineral reserves. There are three ungulate 
species in the park such as Gazella bennettii, 
Ovis orientalis and Capra aegagrus and is 
one of the index habitats of feild species such 
as sand cat: Felis margarita, caracal: 
Caracal caracal, Persian leopard: Panthera 
pardus saxicolor and cheetah: Acinonyx 
jubatus venaticus5. On sixth September 2004 
observed 6 number caracals together, male, 
female and 4 cubs . As the first step we 

recognized habitats that had records of 
observation this cat by game wardens of the 
park, and then surveys performed in those 
places on aspects of characteristics of 
habitats and rodents identification2. Also 
with investigation in other protected areas 
and available records we introduced the 
threatening factors of caracal population in 
the country. Meantime we prepared the 
current range of this animal in Iran by 
records and data of caracal observation in 
Department of Environment (Fig 2). 

  

 
  

  Fig1: Caracal in the Kavir national park, September 2004 (Photo M.Adibi) 
  

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  
Caracals are nocturnal species that 

decrease their activities at day. The caracals 
are observed most of the time in seasonal 
rivers in the park, on the contrary sand cat to 
goes away this region. One of the important 
places in the park where caracals are 
observed is Siahkooh plain. Plants species in 
the caracal habitats consist of Salsola spp, 
Artemisia spp, Ephedra strobilacea, 
Atrophaxis spinosa, Astragalus spp. With the 
surveys at night identified Cape Hare: Lepus  

capensis and rodents such as Small five 
toed Jerboa: Allactaga elater, Blanford's 
Jerboa: Jaculus blanfordi, Persian Jird: 
Meriones persicus that can be use by 
caracals as prey in the Kavir NP. Meanwhile 
were defined the threatening factors of 
caracal population such as loss habitats and 
deficiency of safety  in the habitats, lack of 
prey and in some of the protected areas, 
collision with vehicles on the road such as 
Kalmand and Bahadoran Protected Area in 
Yazd province1. Furthermore in some of the  
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areas caracals close to local villages, in the 
near of Khabr National Park in Kerman 
province in March 2008 one cub of caracal 
was found by local people and then was 
released in the park by game wardens.  

Caracal caracal is known as LC species 
inthe Red list IUCN (2008), but we can't 
comment in Iran certainly because there is no  

 

factual information about caracal population.  

CONCLUSION 
Records show that caracals are not 

solitaryspecies like to sand cat (Felis 
margarita) because they are observed more 
often, also sometimes they are observed with 
each other. Meanwhile rodents can be the 
main preys for the caracals in the Kavir NP.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 2: Current Range of caracal distribution in Iran 
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