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ABSTRACT 
Now a day, noise pollution is not a new problem for common man, especially in most of the 
industrial towns and metropolitans cities. Noise pollution means any sound that is undesired by 
the recipient. The effect of sound on human depends upon its frequency. Human ear are known 
to be sensitive to an extremely wide range of intensity varied from 0 to 180 dB. The noise is 
generated by the human through various ways. In present research article, various sources of 
noise pollution, measurement of noise, dB scale, equipments used in the measurement of noise 
levels, impacts of noise, adverse health effects of noise pollution, control of indoor noise, control 
technologies available for noise pollution and Indian penal codes to prevent noise pollution are 
the main points of focus of attention. Noise must be controlled and prevented by using various 
effective techniques at the source itself is today’s need. The objective of this research work is to 
know about the various ways of generation of noise, their effects on human, its prevention and 
control. 
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INTRODUCTION 
The word noise is derived from the Latin word 
nausea. Noise means wrong sound in the 
wrong place at the wrong time. Noise pollution 
may be defined as unwanted sound which gets 
damped into the atmosphere without regarding 
to the adverse effects it may have.1-4  Different 
people have not affected equally by the same 
noise. There occurs a vast variation in the 
individual sensitivity to sound and people are 
affected differently when they are at home and 
when they are at work. Sound is measured by 
several complex systems, but the best known 
unit of measurement is the decibel (dB). Some 
peoples can hear frequencies that others are not 
able to detect. 
Sources of noise pollution include inter alia, 
vehicular traffic, neighborhood, electrical 
appliances, TV and music systems, public 
address systems, railway and air traffic and 
electricity generating sets. Most of the people 
inhabiting metropolitan cities or big towns and 
those working in factories are susceptible         
to  the adverse effects of noise. The problem of  

noise pollution is less in small towns and 
villages. But, those residing in villages or 
towns along the national or state highways or  
close to railway tracks do bear the burnt of 
excessive noise. Indiscriminate use of horn by 
the vehicles and widespread use of loud 
speakers in Indian social and religious 
ceremonies cause several health hazards to the 
urban inhabitants. It may cause deafness, 
nervous breakdown, mental disorder, heart 
troubles and high blood pressure, head-aches, 
dizziness, inefficiency and insomnia.5 Though 
noise pollution is a slow and subtle killer, yet 
very little efforts have been made to ameliorate 
the same. It is along with other types of 
pollution has become a hazard to quality of 
life. Kiernan finds that an even relatively low 
level of noise affects human health adversely.  
It may cause hypertension, disrupt sleep and 
hinder cognitive development in children.6 The 
effects of excessive noise could be so severe 
that either there is a permanent loss of memory 
or a psychiatric disorder.7 Thus, there are many 
an adverse effects of excessive noise or sudden 
exposure to noise. There are several ways  that  
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can be utilized for controlling the level of 
noise. First way is that, design and 
technology of equipments could be altered 
resulting in low noise emission. Second way 
is that, noise barriers may help us control 
noise. A third way is that, to protect 
receptors of sound by a shield. Similarly, 
body and window planes may be made sound 
proof. Apart from technology, we may 
undertake various steps to modify the 
behavior of users of machines and 
equipments. Though a legal framework could 
be enforced to regulate users of equipment, 
but it requires huge resources and good 
governance. The public education appears to 
be a good option because it is a social 
problem.8 The social survey should be one 
way of finding out what type of sound upset 
people most and they appear at present to be 
the only method of determine the effects of 
noise pollution. Today’s need is that careful 
social surveys should be carried out.  

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 
To create social awareness among the 
educated people and spread the 
knowledgeable information about, which are 
the sources of sound pollution? How sound 
pollution is measured? At what intensity 
range the sound level is satisfactory for most 
of the people? At what maximum intensity 
range the sound levels acceptable inside the 
buildings? What are the effects of noise 
pollution on human being? What are major 
symptoms occurs on affected person? Which 
are various techniques to control noise 
pollution? Which are the most effective 
means to prevent the formation of noise 
pollution or minimize their    emission at the 
source itself? And in what ways the sound  
pollution can be controlled at the source? 
What are the law for prevention of noise 
pollution? 

DISCUSSION 
Various sources of noise pollution 
Traffic noise is of two types. Noise 
generated by individual vehicles and by 
continuous flow of vehicles of all types. 
Noise from engines and transmission 
depends   upon    the   design of vehicles and  

particularly upon the method of support used 
for its moving parts. More expensive 
vehicles employ more elaborate damping 
system so that noises are not transmitted to 
the body of the vehicle. Considerable 
improvements are made to improve engine 
mounting systems. An efficient silencing 
system is able to reduce the power output to 
any engine. In consequence the design of the 
exhaust system is a matter of compromise. 
Systems usually designed to keep within the 
law without significantly affect the cost and 
performance. 
Slamming of vehicles doors causes most of 
annoyance late at night, because it has                     
been an intense yet intermittent noise of a 
type most likely to disturb sleep. There is no 
law to control it.  Most of the motor 
manufacturers have effectively solved the 
problem of noisy door closure but some 
motor manufacturers are still turning out a 
vehicle which makes plenty of noise when 
door are closed. It is a problem which can 
only be solved at the design stage of a new 
motor model and only when there is 
legislation forcing motor manufacturers to 
reduce noiseless door-shutting devices. 
Break squeal is particularly noticeable with 
modern dice brakes although drum brakes 
exhibit this phenomenon. It causes the 
vibration produced during the application of 
brakes resonates within the brake structure. 
It appears that brake squeal except by 
introduction of some damping devices into 
the vehicles. All motor vehicles must be 
fitted with horns by law. It is found that a 
visual stimulus like the flashing of 
headlights is more effective than an audible 
one in attracting attention.   It is observed 
that the people’s daily doing uptown are 
main suffers of noise pollution. Railways, 
traffic on national and state level highways 
are the main sources of noise pollution. The 
villages, urban cities and metropolitan cities 
which are linked by the national and state 
level highways mainly suffer from noise 
produced by the continuous stream of 
vehicles. It is observed that the people’s how 
lived near the national and international 
airports are main sufferer of such kind         
of noise pollution. The growing urbanization  
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and growing width of each metropolitan and 
small town there is growth of construction and 
civil engineering works. Due this reason noise is 
produced and the surrounding people are 
suffered by this kind of noise pollution. Due to 

growing industrialization of many cities in India, 
many problems are aroused. Among the many 
problems the noise pollution is one of the main 
problems of these cities. Table 1 shows typical 
noise levels of various sources of noise.9-11

Table 1 : Typical noise levels of various sources of noise 

S/N Sources of noise pollution Level dB(A) 

1 Air compressors   95-104 
2 110 KVA diesel generator   95 
3 Lathe machine   87 
4 Milling machine   112 
5 Oxy-acetylene cutting   96 
6 Pulveriser   92 
7 Riveting   95 
8 Power operated portable saw   108 
9 Steam turbine (12,500 kW)   91 

10 Pneumatic chiseling   118 
11 Quiet garden  30 
12 Ticking clock  30 
13 Computer rooms  55-60 
14 Type institute  60 
15 Printing press  80 
16 Sports car  80-95 
17 Trains  96 
18 Trucks  90-100 
19 Car horns  90-105 
20 Jet takeoff  120 

Measurement of noise  
The two most important measurement of noise 
are sound pressure and sound intensity, these 
are measured in different units and the scale of 
the magnitude is different and very large in 
relation to noise. The unit of measurement of 
sound is decibel (dB). It is ratio expressed as 
logarithmic scale relative to a reference sound 
pressure level. The decibel measures a sound 
intensity or its loudness. The decibel is a 10th 
of the largest unit of the bel. 1dB is equivalent 
to the faintest sound that can be heard by the 
human ear. Because the decibels progress 
logarithmically the human ear perceives each 
10 dB increases as an approximately doubling 
of loudness.  Fig. 1 shows decibel scale. Sound 
Intensity Level = 10 log10 [Intensity measured 
(I) / Reference intensity (Io)]. The ear is not 
simple linear perceiving sensor. The subjective  

impression of  the  intensity  or magnitude of a 
sound depends on the frequency content, the 
waveform and the duration of the noise. The 
loudness level of a given sound is measured by 
making a subjective comparison between the 
perceived loudness of that sound and that of a 
pure tone of specified amplitude and frequency 
that seems equally loud. The sound pressure 
level of   the  pure  tone  in   phones    is   called 
the loudness level of the sound. Equal loudness 
contours monitor how the same impression of 
loudness changes with frequency. An example of 
such contours is shown in Fig. 2. These contours 
show that human is more sensitive to frequencies 
in the 1-10 KHz range than below 1KHz. 
Various equipment used in the measure-
ment of noise levels  
The equipment used in the measurement of 
noise levels are given in the Table 2.
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Fig. 1 : Decibel scale (dB) 

 
Fig. 2 : Equal loudness contours 

Table 2 : Equipment used in the measurement of noise levels 

S/N Equipment Specification/Area of usage 
1 Sound level meter Type-0: Laboratory reference standard 

Type-1: Lab use and field use in specified controlled 
environment 
Type-2: General field use (Commonly used) 
Type-3: Noise survey 

2 Impulse meters For measurement of impulse noise levels e.g. hammer 
blows, punch press strokes etc. 

3 Frequency analyzers For detailed design and engineering purpose using a set of 
filters 

4 Graphic recorders Attached to sound level meter. Plots the SPL as a function 
of time on a moving paper chart 

5 Noise dosimeters Used to find out the noise levels in a working 
environment. Attached to the worker 

6 Calibrators For checking the accuracy of sound level meters 

Frequency (Hz) 
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Threshold of audibility 

Threshold of  pain 
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Effect of noise pollution 
Noise is one of the main pollution of the 
environment causing various hazardous 
consequences for human life. Noise not only 
impairs sensibility to auditory stimuli by 
masking effects, it has other consequence 
too. Studies have proved that a loud noise 
during peak hours creates tiredness, irritation 
and impairs brain activities, so as to reduce 
thinking and working abilities. Its general 
effects on human being are that, it covers 
disturbance in sleep which lead to other side 
effects. The effects of noise pollution can be 
categorized into following ways. 
Physiological effects 
This form of environmental degradation has 
implication for health as serious as air or 
water pollution. Noise can change mens 
physiological state by speeding up pulse and 
respiratory rates. It can impair hearing either 
permanently or temporarily, millions of 
industrial workers are threatened with 
hearing damage. Medical evidence suggests 
that noise   can cause heart attacks. Noise 
can cause chronic effects as hypertension or 
ulcers. Noise can cause deafness. Some 
empirical research conducted on pregnant 
female mice reveals that air craft taking off 
which bring 120 to 160 dB caused 
miscarriages in them, if the findings on mice 
are made applicable on human being. The 
effect of these categories includes, 
annoyance, tensions in muscles, nervous 
irritability and strain. It creates annoyance to 
the receptors due to sound level fluctuations. 
The aperiodic sound due to its irregular 
occurrences causes displeasure to hearing 
and causes annoyance. The physiological 
features like breathing amplitude, blood 
pressure, heart-beat rate, pulse rate, blood 
cholesterol are affected.12 
Behavioral effects 
It has been reported that performance of 
school going children is poor in 
comprehension, when schools are in the busy 
/ traffic area. Noise can cause irritation, 
which results in learning disabilities.   The    
working    performance   of human will be 
affected as they will be losing their 

concentration. It affects the sleeping there by 
inducing the people to become restless and 
lose concentration and presence of mind 
during their activities.13 
Personological effects 
If the injurious effects of noise tend to persist 
for longer duration they may cause mal 
adaptive reactions in the individuals, 
disturbing his total personality make up. 
Insomnia, fatigue, hypertension, blood 
pressure and deafness are the symptoms shown 
by   the people living in the noise polluted 
area. It causes pain, ringing in the ears, feeling 
of tiredness, thereby effecting the functioning 
of human system.14  

Noise pollution effects on wildlife 
It has been reported that noise pollution has 
serious adverse effects on wildlife too. There is 
decline in migratory birds to a habitat if it 
becomes noisy. Deer and lions affected from 
the traffic noise as observed in some zoo. 
Physiological and environmental consequences 
of noise could be serious to the survival of 
wildlife.  
Effects of noise on non-living things 
The high intensity of noise such as vibrations 
emanating from heavy machinery cause 
shattering of window glasses, losing the plaster 
of house walls, cracks in walls, cracks in 
household crockery and breaking down the 
hanging in the house. The buildings and 
materials may get damaged by exposure to 
infrasonic or ultrasonic waves and even get 
collapsed. 
Adverse health effects of noise pollution 
The World Health Organization (WHO) has 
documented seven categories of adverse health 
effects of noise pollution on humans. 
Hearing impairment 
Hearing damage is related to duration and 
intensity of noise exposure and occurs at levels 
of 80 dB or greater, which is equivalent to the 
noise of heavy truck traffic. Children seem to 
be more vulnerable than adults. Long exposure 
to high sound levels cause loss of hearing. This 
is mostly unnoticed but has an adverse impact 
on hearing function.  
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Interference with spoken communication 
Noise pollution interferes with the ability to 
comprehend normal speech and may lead to a 
number of personal disabilities, handicaps and 
behavioral changes. These include problems 
with concentration, fatigue, uncertainty,      
lack of self confidence, irritation, mis- 
understandings, decreased working capacity, 
disturbed interpersonal relationships and stress 
reactions. 
Sleep disturbances 
Uninterrupted sleep is known to be a 
prerequisite for good physiological and mental 
functioning in healthy persons. Noise pollution 
is a major cause of sleep disturbances. Apart 
from various effects on sleep itself, noise 
pollution during sleep causes increased blood 
pressure, increased heart rate, increased pulse 
amplitude, vasoconstriction, cardiac arrhy- 
thmias and increased body movement. These 
effects do not decrease over time.  Secondary 
effects include fatigue, depressed mood and 
well-being and decreased performance. 
Combinations of noise and vibration have a 
significant detrimental effect on health, even at 
low sound pressure levels.15 
Cardiovascular disturbances 
A growing body of evidence suggests that 
noise pollution may be a risk factor for 
cardiovascular disease. Acute exposure to 
noise activates nervous and hormonal 
responses, leading to increased blood pressure 
and heart rate and to vasoconstriction. If the 
exposure is of sufficient intensity, there is an 
increase in heart rate and peripheral resistance 
an increase in blood pressure and increased 
levels of stress hormones.16 
Disturbances in mental health 
Noise pollution is not believed to be a cause of 
mental illness, but it is assumed to accelerate 
and intensify the development of latent mental 
disorders. Noise pollution may   cause or 
contribute to the following adverse effects: 
Anxiety, stress, nervousness, nausea, 
headache, emotional instability, argum-
entativeness and sexual impotence, changes    
in  mood,  increase in social conflicts, neurosis,  

hysteria and psychosis. Children, the elderly 
and those with underlying depression are 
particularly susceptible to these effects.17   
Impaired task performance 
The effects of noise pollution on task 
performance have been well-studied. Noise 
pollution impairs task performance, increases 
errors and decreases motivation. Reading 
attention, problem solving and memory are 
most strongly affected by noise. Noise 
produces negative after-effects on perfor-
mance, particularly in children it appears that 
the longer the exposure, the greater the 
damage.18  
Negative social behavior and annoyance 
reactions 
Annoyance is defined as a feeling of 
displeasure associated with any agent or 
condition believed by an individual to 
adversely affects on him or her. Annoyance 
increases significantly when noise is 
accompanied by vibration or by low frequency 
components. The term annoyance does not 
begin to cover the wide range of negative 
reactions associated with noise pollution these 
include anger, disappointment, dissatisfaction, 
withdrawal, helplessness, depression, anxiety, 
distraction, agitation, or exhaustion. Social and 
behavioral effects are complex, subtle and 
indirect. These effects include changes in 
everyday behavior, changes in social behavior 
and changes   in social indicators and changes 
in mood. Noise above 80 dB is consistently 
associated with decreased helping behavior 
and increased aggressiveness.19 
Control of indoor noise 
The places where outdoor noise levels have 
been high, the following methods can be 
applied for reducing their effect. Locate in the 
building as far as possible from noise source. 
The noise level drops about 6dB each time the 
distance is doubled. Trees and shrubs may be 
planted in front of building to provide some 
absorption for the sound. Locate non-critical 
areas such as corridors kitchens, bathrooms, 
elevators and service spaces in the noisy side 
and critical areas each as bedrooms and    
living   spaces   on the quiet side. Back to back  
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bathrooms or toilets should be avoided unless 
they are effectively sound isolated. Bathrooms, 
kitchen and laundry rooms should not be 
adjacent to the floor. Bathroom walls, floor 
and ceiling should be sound insulated using 
construction of high sound insulation glasses. 
Noisy toilets, is bettered by quiet siphon jet 
type flush toilets should be installed to reduce 
the noise from the source. Commode seats 
with double siphon system are now available 
and may be adopted wherever possible. 
Urgent need for legislation to control noise 
pollution 
There has been no doubt that the available 
provisions in various branches of law are 
adequate, unscientific and crude. In most of 
the developed countries specific legislations 
have been made and scientific methods for 
investigation of noise pollution have been 
invented. The science of audiometer and other 
branched related to sound have been 
developed and it becomes comfortable to 
device various legal provisions to control and 
prevent noise pollution. At present, there is no 
specific and detailed legislation to control the 
noise pollution. However, there is an urgent 
need that the Central Government of India 
should manage to get a legislation passed for 

the control of noise pollution. Some 
legislation regarding water and air pollution 
has been made in India. Government should 
pass the ‘Noise Pollution control Act’ to meet 
special India condition. Apart from such kind 
of Central Legislation, there should be a city 
noise control code for all major cities in India. 
Creation of unnecessary noise has to be 
prohibited and should be punishable under 
law. 
Public awakening education and the control 
It is important that public awakening is very 
essential for the control and prevention of the 
noise pollution. In India, most of the persons 
lack any idea about the ways in which noise 
pollution could be controlled. In this regard 
television, radio, internet and newspapers 
should give a campaign for wide publicity. It is 
also true that in the present set up of 
industrialization one should be able to face the 
noise pollution to a certain extent. The 
permissible levels for noise exposure for work 
zone area have been prescribed under the 
Model Rules of the Factories Act, 1948, as 
given in the Table 3 and ambient noise level to 
be maintained as per Environment Protection 
Rules, 1986 as given in the Table 4 below.

Table 3 : Permissible levels for noise exposure for work zone area (Factories Act, 1948) 

S/N Peak sound pressure level in dB Permitted number of impulses or impact/day 
1 140 100 
2 135 315 
3 130 1000 
4 125 3160 
5 120 10000 

Table 4 : Ambient noise level to be maintained (Environment Protection Rules, 1986) 

S/N Area 
code 

Category of area 
Limits in dB (A) in between 

Day time 
(6 a.m. & 9 p. m.) 

Night time 
(9 p.m. & 6 a.m.) 

1 A Industrial area 75 70 
2 B Commercial area 65 55 
3 C Residential area 55 45 
4 D Silence zone 50 40 

  *The limit in dB denotes the time-weighted average of the level of sound in decibels on Scale A which is relatable to    
human hearing 
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Control technologies available for noise 
pollution 
There are many strategies available when 
deciding how to reduce noise to an 
acceptable level, some of which are very 
inexpensive and simple. 
Elimination of noisy activities 
Eliminate noisy activities and equipment 
from your premises where possible. Some 
noisy activities and processes can be carried 
out off site in a more suitable location. 
Update your equipment and replace old 
noisy equipment with new quieter 
equipment. Some noisy activities can be 
removed all together such as turning off 
truck engines rather than allowing them to 
idle for long periods. 
Minimization of noisy activities  
Minimize noisy activities during sensitive 
times of the day. Plan ahead where possible 
and perform noisy activities such as drilling, 
grinding or hammering during the middle of 
the day rather than early morning or late 
afternoon. If you are loading a truck first 
thing in the morning then reverse the truck 
into place the afternoon before. 
Control of the produced noise 
Control the noise produced by targeting the 
noise source, the path which the noise travels 
or the location where the noise is heard. 
Absorption covers surrounding walls, 
benches and objects with material that 
absorbs sound such as foam, rubber, 
adhesive cork or fiberglass wool. If it is 
possible, cover the machinery that is causing 
the noise. Isolate the noise producing 
machinery from transmitting vibration to 
other equipment. For example, mount a 
compressor onto rubber blocks. Vibration 
dampening prevents equipment vibrating as 
much by making the equipment stiffer. This 
may be done by adding extra support frames 
to mounted equipment. Use the sound 
absorbing obstacles between the noise source 
and the person hearing to noise reduces 
noise. Barriers, screens, partitions and 
natural   objects   can   all reduce noise heard 
outside the premises. Enclosures isolate 
noisy activities in one sealed room. Heavy 
drapes on window or room with no windows 

are best and keep the door shut. Noisy 
machinery should be as far away from the 
public as possible. Noise reduces naturally   
over distance. 
Various options to control the noise 
pollution 
There are various options available to 
control the noise pollution. The options of 
noise pollution can be selected as per the 
particular needs. 
Isolate noise at source 
The first and simple way to control the noise 
pollution is insulation. By insulation noise 
can be reduced at source. Department for the 
maintenance should have a routine checkup 
noise level by replacing bearings, tighting of 
all loose parts that can vibrate. Machines 
should be placed on vibration isolators or 
mounts. Since these mounts are relatively 
inexpensive square pads of felts, cork and 
rubber. 
Isolation of noise sources 
Controlling the noise along its transmission 
path can do the isolation of every source of 
noise. Wall partitions and doors possess 
good insulation properties only a small 
portion of sound energy from source goes to 
the individual. Most sound waves are 
reflected bouncing back and forth from wall 
and other obstacles in an enclosed space with 
each impact the noise gets weaker. Acoustic 
material lined on walls and ceilings can 
reduce noise levels within a room for a small 
area. This is not usually the best method for 
large rooms because acoustic absorption is 
most effective when it is located near the 
source. It is most suitable to enclose the 
individual machines or setup acoustic 
barriers close to them. 
Personal isolation form noise source 
Personal hearing protectors (earplugs and 
earmuffs) should be properly selected and 
carefully fitted. In case of noise produced by 
a machine volume reduction can be achieved 
by the reduction of its speed. The important 
property of solid-state plasma is that it 
retains   its own properties and yet attains the  
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plasma state due to the presence of free carriers 
inside the medium. The elastic properties of 
solid-state plasma medium determine the mode 
of propagation and speed of sound through it, the 
suppression of noise is possible by using solid 
state plasma medium. 
Green belt development 
Green belt development can attenuate the sound 
levels. The degree of attenuation varies with 
species of greenbelt.  The statutory regulations 
direct the industry to develop greenbelt four 
times the built-up area for attenuation of various 
atmospheric pollutants, including noise 
Using protection equipment 
Protective equipment usage is the ultimate step in 
noise control technology. The first step in the 
technique of using protective equipment is to 
gauge the intensity of the problem, identification 
of the sufferer and his exposure to the noise 
levels. For the regulatory standards pertaining to 
time of exposure the maximum noise levels 
permitted in a workspace environment. The 
usage of protective equipment and the worker's 
exposure to the high noise levels can be 
minimized by rotating the job between the 
workers working at a particular noise source or 
isolating a person, the adverse impacts can be 
reduced. Regulations prescribe that, noise level 
of 90 dB (A) for more than 8 hr continuous 
exposure is prohibited. Persons who are working 
under such conditions will be exposed to 
occupational health hazards. The schedule of the 
workers should be planned in such a way that, 
they should not be over exposed to the high noise 
levels.  
Indian penal code 
Control of noise has been covered in three major 
legislations: Factories Act 1948, Motor Vehicles 
Act 1988 and Environment Protection   Act   
1986 (Environment Protection Rules 1986 and 
Noise Pollution (Regulation and Control) Rules 
2000).20-27 
Motor vehicles Act 1939  
Various sections of the act empower a state to 
frame rules for the upkeep of motor vehicles and 
control of noise produced by them in its 
jurisdiction. Rules framed by the states are 
mostly concerned with horns and silencers.  

Factories Act 1948  
No industrial law in India provides any 
protection to the workers from noise pollution. 
Only Section 11 of the Factories Act, 1948 
provides protection from nuisance which reads: 
Sec. 11(1): Every factory shall be kept clean and 
free from any   drain, privy or other nuisance. 
The use of word nuisance in the section may 
include noise. It is also very interesting that 
under Section 35 of the Act protection to eyes of 
an employee is given but protection to ears is 
nowhere given in the act.  With noise levels in 
most industries crossing permissible levels it is 
high time that the government cares to give a 
look to these ancient legislations.  
Section 290 
Whoever commits a public nuisance in any case 
not otherwise punishable by this code will be 
punished with fine which may extend to two 
hundred rupees.  
Section 133  
The magistrate under this section has the power 
to make a conditional order requiring the person 
causing such nuisance to remove the same. The 
problem with the section 290 is that a fine of two 
hundred is just not enough in the present 
situation to prevent the violators from resorting 
to noise nuisance. Under this section the fine 
should possibly be increased to an exorbitant 
amount that may in a way help in preventing 
people from indulging in activities leading to 
production of high noise levels. Empowering 
magistrates will only help when the authorities 
care about enforcement which seems to be totally 
lacking.  
Motor vehicles Act 1989  
Under section 119 the subject of concern is 
horns. The law states that every motor vehicle 
shall be fitted with an electric horn and any multi 
toned horns that produce shrill, loud or alarming 
noises are not permissible under law.  

CONCLUSION 
This paper explores the sources, effects and 
suggestions for controlling the excessive noise. 
Automobiles, industries, highway transport, 
airports, railways and public address system 
turns out to be major sources of noise 
pollution. Most of our day-to-day activities, by 
knowingly or unknowingly every one of us 



J. Environ. Res. Develop. 
Journal of Environmental Research And Development                     Vol. 8 No. 4, April-June 2014 

1035 
 

contribute to generate noise pollution. Often 
neglected, noise pollution adversely affects the 
human being leading to irritation, loss of 
concentration, loss of hearing. Efforts shall be 
made to identify the sources of noise pollution 
and the reasons for increase of noise levels. 
Efforts shall be made to reduce the undesired 
noise levels from noise generating sources. 
This leads to marginal reduction of noise levels 
at the source. If it is still un-bearable then 
scientific methods of noise control can be 
employed. The Statutory Regulations have 
prescribed the noise level exposure limits. The 
educated peoples may complain to the 
Statutory Board for violation of noise level 
limits by any noise generator. The suitable 
action will be taken to attenuate the noise 
levels and controlling pollution. In future, 
public education, government and NGOs can 
play   significant role in controlling the noise 
pollution. 
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