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ABSTRACT 
The government machinery alone cannot effectively cope-up with the task of pollution control 
until supported by the masses. The need of participation of masses in achieving the targets 
committed in the policy statements for abatement of pollution has been felt strongly. Public 
interests litigations have successfully demonstrated that responsible   and  concerned NGOs  and  
public spirited individuals can bring about  significant pressure on polluting industries for  
adopting  pollution control measures. NGOs being one of the most  effective media to reach the 
people  these  days, may play  a significant  role in environment  protection. There are more than 
3 million NGOs  and  voluntary organization in India out of which  large numbers of them are 
focused on Air  and  water pollution. They played very important role  in  conservation of 
natural  resources and environmental protection. The fundamental  objectives  of NGOs is to act 
as catalyst in bringing  about local, national  and  international initiative  and  community  
participation in  overall  improvement in quality of life. It would also help the government to 
obtain relevant information for promoting and  facilitate  the implementation of major  
environmental  programs. Environmental  NGOs can play a crucial role in helping  to plug gaps 
by  conducting research  to facilitate policy development, building institutional  capacity  and  
facilitating  independent dialogue with civil society to help people  live more sustainable 
lifestyle. A non-government organization is a social services organization working towards a 
better society. NGOs create awareness among the public on current environmental issues and 
solutions. Also protecting, the natural resources and entrusting the equitable use of resources. 
They also  transferring  information through  newsletters,  brochures, , articles, audio  visual etc. 
organizing seminars,  lectures  and  group  discussing for promotion  of environmental  
awareness. They help villages administrative officials in preparation, application and  execution  
of projects on environmental protection. India has a number of NGOs that work in the field of 
environment protection. For Assam Science Society, Bombay  Natural History  Society,  Center 
for Environmental Education, Center for Science and Environment, CPR Environment 
Education Center,  Kerala  Sastra Sahitiya Parishad, Kalpavriksh, Narmada Bachao Andolan etc. 
This research paper outlines the important  role that can be played by  non-governmental 
organizations  (NGOs ) in helping  to tackle  environmental issues in India. 
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INTRODUCTION 
NGOs are non-governmental organizations  
usually referred to as organizations which are 
not part of government though could be funded 
by the government. The primary objective of 
these organizations is public service. As per 
one estimate, there are more than 3.3 million 
NGOs in India in 2009. In India, for an entity 
to become an NGO, it has to register either as a  

trust, society or a private limited nonprofit 
company,  under  section-25,  Company  of the  
Indian Companies Act, 1956.1 NGOs involved 
in environmental governance are highly 
diverse, including local, national, regional and  
international groups with various missions 
dedicated to environmental protection, 
sustainable development, poverty alleviation, 
animal welfare and  other issues. In recent 
years,  the   range  of  activities  undertaken  by  
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environmental NGOs and other major groups 
has broadened. They now undertake a much 
wider range of activities than simply raising 
environmental awareness and/or acting as 
pressure groups. Their activities now include 
environmental monitoring, promoting environ-
mental education, training and capacity buil-
ding, implementing demonstration projects, 
conducting advocacy work in partnership with 
the government and  the promotion of regional 
and international cooperation on environment. 
Many also get involved in the practical 
management of conservation areas and  
promote community or individual action and 
campaign for greater accountability on the part 
of the government and corporate sector.  
Many countries in the world are facing the 
profound environmental, social and  economic 
impacts of rapid population growth, 
development and  natural resource constraints. 
Having a strong NGO community with a clear 
mandate to engage civil society, businesses 
and  the public sector can help countries to 
tackle these issues more successfully. 
However, NGOs face many barriers in 
pursuing their missions, such as a lack of 
understanding about their role in civil society 
and public perception that the government 
alone is responsible for the well-being of its 
citizens and residents. Environmental NGOs 
can play a crucial role in helping to plug gaps 
by conducting research to facilitate policy 
development, building institutional capacity 
and  facilitating independent dialogue with 
civil society to help people live more 
sustainable lifestyles.2 
Environmental NGOs typically take up causes 
related to the environment such climate 
change, air pollution, deforestation, ozone 
layer depletion, waste management, 
biodiversity and land use, energy, 
conservation, environmental degradation, land 
degradation some of the prominent examples 
of environmental NGO working in India are 
greenpeace India, awaaz foundation, CERE 
India, Foundation For Ecological Security, 
Goa Foundation, WWF India and winrock 
international India, Assam science society, 
Bombay Natural History Society, Centre for 
Environmental Education (CEE) , Centre       
for    Science   and   Environment  (CSE), CPR  

Environmental Education Centre (C.P. 
Ramaswami Aiyar Foundation), Kerala Sastra 
Sahitiya Parishad, Kalpavriksh, Narmada 
Bachao  Andalon  and   World  Wide  Fund for  
Nature etc. NGOs have played an active role in 
the protection of environment in India. These 
NGOs have been successful in protecting the 
environment to a great extent. 
1. To outline role played by NGOs in 

involving community participation for 
environmental protection and sustainable 
living in India. 

2. To highlight role of NGOs in the 
environment protection and to specify the 
aims and objectives of environmental 
NGOs. 

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 
The present research paper is based on secondary 
data which is collected from the books, Journals, 
news paper, websites, Internet, etc. to study the 
role of NGOs in environment protection. 

DISCUSSION 
Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) 
NGOs are difficult to define and  the term 
NGO is not used consistently. As a result, 
there are many different classifications in use. 
The most common focus on orientation and 
level of operation. An NGOs orientation refers 
to the type of activities it takes on. These 
activities might include human rights, 
environmental, or development work. An 
NGOs level of operation indicates the scale at 
which an organization works, such as local, 
regional, national or international. 
Rising to the occasion are many organizations, 
formed with the objective of helping those in 
misery. These organization concentrate on one 
or more areas like, poverty alleviation, rural 
development, gender equality, literacy, health 
services, social development, human rights and  
environmental protection, etc. Many of these 
organizations have interacted with heads of 
governments to achieve their objectives. 
Different means and methods are adopted to 
realize their goals. They have their success and 
failure stories. These organizations are 
basically not associated with the government, 
but are self motivatedgroups and are broadly 
termed as Non Governmental organizations.3 



J. Environ. Res. Develop. 
Journal of Environmental Research And Development           Vol. 9 No. 03, January-March 2015 

707 
 

The World Bank defines NGOs as private 
organizations that pursue activities to relieve 
suffering, promote the interests of the poor, 
protect the environment, provide basic social 
services or undertake community development 
(World Bank Operational Directive 14.70).4 

According to Asian Development Bank (ADB) 
In its broadest sense the term Non 
Governmental Organization refers to 
organizations (1) not based in government and 
(2) not created to earn profit.5 

Characteristics of NGOs 
 Environmental monitoring and reporting. 
 Protecting the environment. 
 Management of resources and environment: 

Community based project. 
 Providing basic social services. 
 Awareness-raising, campaigning and 

advocacy. 
 Education, training and capacity building. 
 Government and NGOs partnership. 
 Regional and international cooperation and 

networking. 
 Engaging in suffering relief activities. 
 Promoting interest of the poor. 
 Advocating community development . 
 Environmental management plans. 
 Biodiversity and wildlife conservation.6 
Role of NGOs in protection for the 
environment in India 
The NGOs that work to save the environment 
conduct campaigns across the country to create 
awareness among people about the depleting 
natural resources. Moreover, due to the 
increasing number of factories, chemical waste 
gets mixed with clean drinking water causing 
health problems. NGOs for environment in 
India have helped reduce deforestation, soil 
erosion and they educate the people on the 
significance of segregating waste material into 
biodegradable waste. NGOs for environment 
in India, take steps to educate people and make 
them aware of the perishing environment. 
There are NGOs in India that help in 
preserving the environment: 
Creating awareness among the public on 
current environmental issues and solutions. 
Facilitating the participation of various 
categories of stakeholders in the discussion on  
environmental issues. 

 Conducting participatory rural appraisal. 
 Being involved in the protection of human 

rights to have a clean environment. 
 Protecting the natural resources and 

entrusting the equitable use of resources. 
 Data generation on natural resources, time 

line history of villages. 
 Analysis and monitoring of environmental 

quality. 
 Transferring information through 

newsletters, brochures, articles, audio 
visuals, etc. 

 Organizing seminars, lectures and group 
discussion for promotion of environmental  

 awareness. 
 Helping the villages administrative officials 

in preparation, application and execution  
 of  projects on environmental protection.7 

International environmental NGOs 
NGOs focusing their activities on environmental 
issues are generally called environmental NGOs. 
The number of environmental NGOs in 
developing countries has been and continues to 
increase. few international environmental NGOs 
described below, 
Greenpeace 
Greenpeace8 is an International organization 
working in 40 countries across Europe, the 
Americas, Asia and the Pacific. Greenpeace 
has been campaigning against environmental 
degradation since 1971 when a small boat of 
volunteers and journalists sailed into 
Amchitka, an area north of Alaska where the 
US Government was conducting underground 
nuclear tests. This tradition of bearing witness 
in a non-violent manner continues today. 
Green Peaces works on Pollution are follows : 
Marine pollution 
 Oil pollution from accidents and Illegally 

discharged tank cleaning wastes 
 The high visibility of oil spills upon marine 

environments 
 Also campaigns for marine domestic sewage, 
 Industrial discharges and leakages from waste 

tips, 
 Sea dumping operations, oil production and  
 Mining, agriculture nutrients and pesticides, 

waste heat sources and  
 Radioactive discharges.9 
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The center for a New American Dream 
The Center for a New American Dream10 helps 
Americans to reduce and shift their consumption 
to improve quality of life, protect the 
environment and  promote social justice. Since 
its founding in 1997, New Dream has raised 
awareness of the negative impact of a hyper-
consumer   culture.   They   focus on the 
connections between consumption, quality of life 
and  the environment has made New Dream 
unique among environmental and progressive 
groups.They work with individuals, institutions, 
businesses and  communities to conserve natural 
resources, counter the commercialization of our 
culture, support community engagement and  
promote positive changes in the way goods are 
produced and consumed. New Dream seeks to 
change social norms around consumption and 
consumerism and to support the local movement 
of individuals and communities pursuing lifestyle 
and community action. 
Environmental NGOs in India 
There are NGOs working in the field of environ 
mental protection at national and local levels. 
These organizations use various means to achi 
eve their objective. The environmental NGOs in 
different areas and the impact they have created 
in the respective locale is enumerated below.  
Assam science society 
Assam science society11 is a voluntary 
organization established as Gauhati Science 
Society in the year 1953 and subsequently 
renamed as Assam Science Society in the year 
1956 to encompass entire state of Assam to 
crater its humble service by developing scientific 
temperament and also to create an environment 
for scientific research. The Society has 100 
branches all over Assam including one of its 
branches at Tikrikila in Garo Hills, Meghalaya. 
The society enrolled about 5000 (five thousand) 
life members and probably one of the largest 
scientific society of India. They impart 
environmental education and training through 
camps for teachers and students and conduct 
surveys on environment. Publications: Science 
books and journals. 
Bombay natural history society 
The Bombay natural history society12, founded 
on  15  September  1883,  is  one  of the largest  

non-governmental organizations in India 
engaged in conservation and biodiversity 
research. It supports many research efforts 
through grants and publishes the Journal of the 
Bombay Natural History Society. Many 
prominent naturalists, including the 
ornithologists  Sálim  Ali  and S. Dillon Ripley  
have been associated with it. The society is 
commonly known by its initials, BNHS. 
Aims to disseminate knowledge of flora and 
fauna by means of lectures, field trips, 
literature and expeditions and to study wildlife 
related problems and recommend management 
plans to conserve wildlife and its habitat. It 
conducts field research projects on bird 
migration and studies on the movement and 
population structure of Indian avifauna.  
Centre for Environmental Education (CEE) 
Centre for Environment Education13 was 
established in August 1984 as a Centre of 
Excellence supported by the Ministry of 
Environment and Forests, Government of India. 
CEE, a national institution with its headquarters 
in Ahmedabad, has a mandate to promote 
environmental awareness nationwide. CEE is 
affiliated to the Nehru Foundation for 
Development and inherits the rich multi- 
disciplinary resource base and varied experience 
of Nehru Foundation for Development. CEE is 
committed to ensuring that due recognition is 
given to the role of Education in the promotion 
of sustainable development.   
They mainly aim to create environmental 
awareness in the communities, conduct 
widespread environmental education and training 
programmers through a very vast network. 
Publications and database, they have a vast range 
of publications , books, posters, educational 
packages, bibliographies and directories. There is 
also a large computerized database, the 
Environment Education bank, which has a 
collection of more than 800 environment 
concepts, about 2500 environment related 
activities and 100s of case studies. 
Centre for Science and Environment (CSE) 
Centre for Science and Environment (CSE)14 is 
an independent, public interest organization 
which aims to increase public awareness on 
science, technology, environment and 
development. The centre was started in 
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1980.For more than two decades, CSE has 
been creating awareness about the 
environmental challenges facing our nation. 
Searching for solutions that people and 
communities can implement themselves.CSE 
has been creating public environmental 
awareness, pushing the government to create 
frameworks for individual and community 
actions and seeking balanced and informed 
analysis of the global politics of environment. 
More importantly, CSE is working for clean 
air by introducing CNG buses in Delhi. This 
leads to reduce particulate pollution and also 
campaigning for air pollution and it causes one 
death every hour. Involved in research, 
investigative and educational work in the field 
of pollution, forest, wildlife, land and water 
use.  
CPR Environmental Education Centre 
(C.P. Ramaswami Aiyar foundation) 
C.P.R. Environmental Education Centre 
(CPREEC)15 is a Centre of Excellence of the 
Ministry of Environment  and  Forests, 
Government of India, established jointly by the 
Ministry and the C.P. Ramaswami Aiyar 
Foundation. The centre has been set up to 
increase consciousness and knowledge about 
the environment and the major environmental 
problems facing the country today. It has been 
conducting a variety of programmes to spread 
awareness and interest among teachers, NGOs, 
women and youth, on all aspects of the 
environment and ecology with the purpose of 
promoting conservation of nature and natural 
resources. The CPREEC is the Nodal Agency 
for the Ministry of Human Resource 
Development, Government of India for 
implementing the scheme of Environmental 
Orientation to School Education in the states of 
Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala, Orissa, 
Pondicherry and Tamilnadu. Promotes 
environmental awareness, to produce and 
disseminate basic educational and reference 
material on environment and to take up 
environmental projects. It works in the field of 
environmental education.  
Kerala sastra sahitiya parishad 
Kerala SastraSahitya Parishad16 is a Peoples 
Science Movement of Kerala, India. Founded 
in 1962. It started its works at the science 
society interface with about 40 members as an 

organization of science writers in Malayalam. 
Over the past four decades it has grown into a 
mass movement with a membership over 
40000, distributed in more than two thousand 
units spread all over Kerala. It work to 
preserve the environment, to provide 
alternative models for development and to 
popularize science among the people. They 
have worked in the field of eco-development, 
creating awareness about water and energy 
conservation and encouraging the use of non-
conventional energy sources such as smokeless 
chulhas, etc.  
Kalpavriksh 
Kalpavriksh17is a non profit organisation 
working on environmental and social issues. 
The group began in 1979 with a campaign led 
by students to save Delhi’s Ridge Forest. They 
work on local, national and global levels, are 
registered under the Societies Registration Act 
(S-17439) and are based in Delhi and Pune. It 
is a citizen  action group set up to inculcate 
understanding and concern on environmental 
issues, especially among the youth. It also aims 
to conduct research in environmental 
problems, to campaign on environmental 
issues and to evolve a holistic environmental 
perspective. It imparts environmental 
education in schools and colleges by forming a 
network of nature clubs, conducting bird 
watching expeditions and nature trails and has 
developed workbooks for the school level.  
Narmada bachao andalon 
Set up in 1986 under the leadership of Medha 
Patkar. It aims mainly to educate those directly 
affected by large development projects, such as 
tribals, on the social and environmental impact 
of such projects. To protest against the 
construction of dams in the Narmada Valley in 
general; struggling towards a right to 
information and new environmentally 
sustainable water policy. To help the tribals get 
a substantial share of the government and 
development schemes/services and to enable 
them to undertake development activities 
themselves. They mainly educate, mobilize 
and organize residents of the Narmada Valley 
on human rights and justice, alternative 
development policies, environmental issues 
related to big dams in general and the Narmada 
project in particular. They undertake surveys 
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of the affected villages, protest against land 
and forest issues and government interference 
in this regard. They are fighting against 
displacement and disregard of the rights of the 
people.18 

Worldwide fund for nature India 
WWF-India19 is one of the largest conservation 
organizations engaged in wildlife and nature 
conservation in the country. It has been 
working tirelessly to promote harmony 
between human beings and nature for more 
than four decades. People all over the world 
have awakened to the realization that the 
heritage value of fast diminishing wild life and 
the systematic and the senseless destruction of 
natural resources by sheer lethargy or human 
greed or industrial development can lead to 
grave consequences. The world has awakened 
to a realization of the fact that industrial 
development and preservation of the 
environment can go hand in hand by adopting 
a balanced approach. Its main aim is the 
promotion of conservation of nature and 
environmental protection as the basis for 
sustainable and equitable development.  
Tata Energy and Research Institute (TERI) 
TERI20 is established in 1974 as independent 
not-for-profit research institute. Its mission is 
to develop and promote technologies, policies 
and institutions for efficient and sustainable 
use of natural resources. It has been imparting 
environmental education through projects, 
workshops, audio visual aids and quiz 
competitions. It deals with policy related work 
in the energy sector, research on environmental 
subjects development on renewable energy 
technologies and promotion of energy 
efficiency in the industry and transport. TERI 
also has a major programme in biotechnology, 
the applications of which are oriented towards 
increased biomass production, conversion of 
waste into useful products and mitigating the 
harmful environmental impacts of several 
economic activities. They have several books 
on energy, climate change, renewable energy, 
regulation, environment and sustainable 
development and forestry and  biodiversity. 
Environmental activities are a road to greater 
profitability and would create within the 

organizations a productive workforce sensitive 
and proactive towards changes. 
Winrock International India (WII) 
Winrock International India (WII)21 is a non-
profit organization and working in the areas of 
natural resources management, clean energy 
and climate change. Winrock International 
India has been accorded recognition as a 
Scientific and Industrial Research 
Organization (SIRO) by the Department of 
Scientific  and  Industrial Research (DSIR), 
Ministry of Science  and  Technology, 
Government of India, under the Scheme on 
Recognition of Scientific and Industrial 
Research organizations (SIROs)-1988. 
CERE India 
The Centre for Environmental Research  and  
Education (CERE)22 was established in 2002 
by Dr. (Ms.) Rashneh N. Pardiwala, an 
ecologist from the University of Edinburgh 
and Mrs. Kitayun Rustom, an environmental 
educationist. CERE  has successfully 
completed projects in both urban and rural 
India having worked closely with different 
government departments, educational 
institutions, multinational companies and civil 
society organizations. CERE is also a pioneer 
in the field of corporate sustainability and 
carbon management systems where they help 
organizations map their carbon footprint, meet 
international reporting standards, implement 
low cost carbon reduction strategies which 
ensure considerable financial savings and 
engage in staff awareness activities. Working 
in the areas of Environment, Education, 
Awareness and Advocacy. CERE is 
commissioned by organizations such as Tata 
power, TCS, Hindustan Lever, IndusInd Bank 
map carbon footprint  and  help cap carbon 
emissions. Conducted lecturers  and  
workshops in many orgs such as ISB, Oberoi 
Hotel, Danik Jagran, Aga Khan Society. 
AWAAZ foundation 
Awaaz Foundation23 was founded on 21 
February 2006 by Sumaira Abdulali, a well-
known environmentalist. Awaaz Foundation is a 
charitable trust and non-governmental 
organization in Mumbai, India, which builds 
awareness, carries out advocacy and  is involved 
in educational projects to protect the environment 
and prevent environmental pollution. It has 
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impacted many important decisions by the 
government and influenced policy making in 
important environmental matters in India. 
Working in the areas of Air Pollution, Toxic 
Heavy metal, protection of tress, noise pollution 
compelled policy change in state of Maharashtra 
regarding sand mining. Sensitive areas, 
facilitated Infrastructure using alt. technology use 
of natural  and  recycled sand. 
Goa Foundation 
The Goa Foundation24 is the most well known of 
Goas environmental action groups. Founded in 
1986 by a group of Goan environmentalists each 
fighting his or her own individual environmental 
battles, the organization today commands the 
respect of judiciary, government and the general 
public for persisting with its environment agenda 
for more than two decades. Working in the areas 
of Environment Education, Solid Waste 
Management, Statutory responsibility  filed 80 
PILs in high court and supreme court on 
environmental reports, launched a periodical 
curry  and  rice updating citizens environment 
report ; Instrumental in removing Plastic litter 
from Goa environment, Part of Goa state coastal 
zone management. Authority and supreme court 
monitoring committee on hazardous wastes. 
Suggestions towards environmental protection 
Some suggestions that can be made towards 
protection of environment could be made in the 
following areas where NGOs could play an 
effective role with the assistance of the 
governmental agencies for achieving the ultimate 
goal of healthy and blissful environment:25-28 
Educate the students about the pollution 
problem and the harmful effects of pollution. 
Minimizing the use of plastic for different 
purposes. 
Buy only environmental friendly products i.e. the 
products which do not reduce the natural 
resources. 
Not to waste water for various purposes. 
 To plant and grow more trees in the house 

garden. 
 To support the NGOs financially which 

are rendering service to the health and 
environment sector. 

 To motivate research on different. 

CONCLUSION 
NGOs are playing a formidable role in the 
current Indian Scenario. Environment NGOs 
have emerged as one of the strongest external 
pressure groups in bring about the changes in 
environmental laws and regulations as well as 
enforcement of environment rules and 
regulation. NGOs are playing crucial role in 
Environmental Protection, conservation and 
development. Government, NGO and people 
collaboration is the imminent need of the hour. 
NGOs are the watch dogs of the environmental 
issues. Multi-sectoral coordination and 
convergence and holistic and sustainable 
development can be achieved with 
participation of NGOs. 
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