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ABSTRACT 
This paper describes the terrestrial birds found in Haveri district and also in neighboring districts 
like Davangeri, Bellary, Gadag and Uttara Kannada, India. Fortnightly observations were made 
on the occurrence of terrestrial birds species in and around Haveri from April 2013 to March 
2014. During the study period 79 species of terrestrial birds were recorded at 24 localities. The 
identified species are grouped into three categories viz : (i) birds of prey (raptors) (ii) garden 
birds (passerines or perching birds and non passerines) and (iii) pet birds. Checklist includes the 
birds found around peacock sanctuary at Bankapur, Blackbuck sanctuary at Ranebennur,  
magadi bird sanctuary and attiveri bird sanctuary in Mundagod taluka. Thus the study provides a 
comprehensive account of the terrestrial birds observed in and around the gateway district to 
North Karnataka region, India. 
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INTRODUCTION 
All types of birds are incredibly fascinating and 
have captured our imagination since the earliest 
times. The world is inhabited with over 
9000 species of birds. They are natural wonders 
of song, color, flight and display. With so many 
diverse types of birds, learning about them is an 
exciting adventure. Birds contribute most 
significantly to the diversity of terrestrial 
habitats. Birds also have a special role in 
conservation as they not only help identify areas 
most worth saving, but also have the capacity to 
make conservation an affair of the heart.1 
Karnataka is endowed with most magnificent 
forests in the country ranging from  majestic 
evergreen forests to scrub jungles of the plains. 
The state has 5 national parks and 21 sanctuaries 
comprising about (17.3%) of total forest area as 
protected area for wildlife and biodiversity. 508 
species of birds are reported from Karnataka2 
with 48 listed in threatened category.3 Birds can 
live in different habitats depending upon the 
living conditions, different species live in 
different geographical zones. Birds exhibit the 
most diverse range of ecological functions 
among vertebrates and they symbolize an 
indicator group with regard to the effects of 
habitat changes in urban ecosystem. Avian 
biodiversity studies are critical in determining the 

effects of urbanization on bird communities and 
also in many other factors of biodiversity 
conservation.4  Population of birds is a sensitive 
indicator of pollution in both terrestrial and 
aquatic ecosystem.5 The estimation of local 
densities of avifauna helps to understand the 
abundance of various species of other organis-
ms.6  Since there is no published report on 
avifauna diversity of terrestrial habitats of North 
Karnataka area, preliminary observations were 
made in 24 spots of five districts. 

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 
To identify the species of birds inhabiting 24 
localities in five districts for a period of one 
year from April 2013 to March 2014. 

MATERIAL AND METHODS 
Study area 
Fortnightly, observations inside the scrub 
jungles, paddy fields and nearby sanctuaries were 
made on the occurrence of terrestrial birds 
species in and around Haveri from April 2013 to 
March 2014. Table 1 gives the dates and places 
of visit along with significant birds observed in 
the respective localities. The birds observed 
include 10 localities of Haveri district 6 of Gadag 
district, 4 of Davanageri district, 3 of Uttara 
Kannada district and 1 village of Bellary district.  
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Table 1: Dates and places of visit along with significant birds observed 

S/N Date of 
visit Place of visit District Significant birds observed in the locality 

1 07.04.13 Naregal Haveri Rose ringed parakeet, Eurasian collard dove 
and Ashy crowned sparrow lark 

2 21.04.13 Heggeri Haveri Spotted dove , Osprey, Demoiselle crane and 
Little brown dove 

3 05.05.13 Madag Masur Haveri Black winged kite, Crested serpent eagle, 
Indian tree pie and Spotted munia 

4 19.05.13 Hunasikatti Haveri Shikra, Indian grey hornbill, Babler (large 
grey) and Jungle myna 

5 02.06.13 Isloor Uttara 
Kannada 

Great pied hornbill, Malabar pied hornbill, 
Red whiskered bullbul and Rocket tailed 
drongo 

6 23.06.13 Magadi Gadag Blue jay, Pied bushchat, Red rumped 
swallow and Indian robin 

7 14.07.13 Kappatagudda Gadag Barn owl, Spotted owlet, Rufous backed 
shrike and Singing bush lark 

8 28.07.13 Tholahunase Davanagere Short toed eagle, Purple sunbird, Common 
swallo and Ashy prinia 

9 04.08.13 Bachanike Uttara 
Kannada 

Osprey, Great pied hornbill, Malabar pied 
hornbill, Asian paradise flycatcher and 
Racket tailed drongo 

10 18.08.13 Bankapur Haveri Barn owl, Spotted owlet, Indian pea fowl, 
Blue throat and Booted warbler 

11 08.09.13 Papinayaknahali
  Bellary Scarlet minivet, Blue rock thrush, Brown 

rock chat and Brown shrike 

12 29.09.13 Harapanahalli Davanagere Crimson breasted barbet, Common iora and 
White bellied drongo 

13 06.10.13 Jagalur Davanagere Whited naped wood pecker, Eurasian golden 
oriole and Great tit 

14 20.10.13 Motitalab lake 
area Haveri Indian grey horn bill, Grey wagtail and 

Indian small sky lark 
15 03.11.13 Lakshmeshwara Gadag White cheeked barbet and Indian pitta 
16 17.11.13 Holemannur Gadag Wood pecker (lesser golden back) 
17 08.12.13 Channagiri Davanagere Yellow eyed babler and Black headed oriole 

18 22.12.13 Byatanal Haveri Yellow legged green pigeon and Malabar 
trogon 

19 05.01.14 Basapur Haveri Indian grey horn bill and Painted spurl fowl 
20 19.01.14 Itagi-Sasalawad Gadag Scarlet minivet and Large pied wag tail 
21 02.02.14 Mundaragi Gadag Tailor bird, Indian robin and Oriental magpie 

22 16.02.14 Sirsi Uttara 
Kannada 

Great pied hornbill, Malabar pied hornbill, 
Red whiskered bullbul and Rocket tailed 
drongo 

23 09.03.14 Karjagi Haveri Indian pea fowl and Asian paradise fly 
catcher 

24 23.03.14 Hosaritti Haveri Indian pea fowl and Yellow wagtail 
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Bird survey method 
Birds were sighted using Nikon binocular 
monarch (8x42). These observations were made 
in the morning hours. The identification of birds 
was based on the standard data as described in 
ornithology text books.7-9 No single survey can 
provide all data to answer every research 
question. However basic data for any study 
provide a framework upon which more detailed 
investigations may be conducted.6  Bird      
sampling was made by walking at a slow pace 
(about1km/h) in all the localities as followed by 
standard techniques.10,11  

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
During the present investigation, 79 species of 
birds belonging to 12 orders and 34 families are 
recorded. More species (11) were sighted 
belonging to family Muscicapidae, followed by 6 
species belonging to Accipitridae, 5 species 
belonging to Columbidae, 4 species belonging to 
Phasiandiae. 3 species belonging to each of 
Alaudidae, Bucerotidae, Corvidae, Dicruridae, 
Estrildidae, Laniidae, Motacillidae, Sturnidae. 
Families like Capitonidae,  Cuculidae, Hirundini 
-dae, Nectariniidae, Oriolidae, Picidae, Pycnono 
-tidae were represented by two terrestrial birds 
species each. Families like Campephagidae,  
Coraciidae,  Gruidae,  Irenidae, Meropidae, 

Monarchinae, Pandionidae, Paridae, Passeridae, 
Pittidae, Psittacidae, Strigidae, Trogonidae, 
Tytonidae and Upupidae families were represent 
-ted by one species each. Among the 79 species 
terrestrial birds, 6 are pet birds, 9 are raptors 
(birds of prey) 18 are non-passerine (non-
perching) birds and 46 are garden passerine or 
song or perching birds. Out of 79 species, great 
Pied Hornbill Buceros bicornis and Malabar Pied 
Hornbill (Anthracocerous coronatus) are near 
threatened species and the rest are of least 
concerned. 12 
Pet birds 
Among more than 10,000 species of birds on the 
planet only a few of them can happily live 
around us. Certain species can thrive as pets with 
proper care. They are too social, intelligent and 
complex to have all of their needs met in 
captivity. For the purpose of classification in the 
field of ornithology such birds are called as pet 
birds. These are not reared as pets like love birds 
in apartments but are found around us as 
companions. Table 2 gives the list of 6 species of 
pet birds recorded during the study period. 
Spotted dove population was more in scrub 
jungles of Heggeri and yellow legged green 
pigeon on the tree trunks of Ficus religiosa in 
Byatanal area.  

Table 2 : List of pet birds observed in 24 localities 

S/N Common name Scientific Name Family Order 

1 Blue rock pigeon  Columbia livia Columbidae Columbiformes 

2 Eurasian collard dove Streptopelia decaocto Columbidae Columbiformes 

3 Little brown (Laughing) 
dove 

Streptopelia 
senegalensis Columbidae Columbiformes 

4 Rose ringed parakeet Psittacula krameri Psittacidae Psittaciformes 

5 Spotted dove  Streptopelia chinensis Columbidae Columbiformes 

6 Yellow legged green 
pigeon  Treron phoenicoptera Columbidae Columbiformes 

Raptors (birds of prey) 
Six species of diurnal birds of prey like black 
winged (black shouldered) kite, brahminy kite, 
crested serpent eagle, shikra, short toed snake 
eagle and eurasian sparrow hawk  belonging to  

Accipitridae family (order : Falconiformes) 
were observed during the study period. Osprey 
(secretary bird) belonging to Pandionidae 
family was noticed around Bachanike and 
Heggeri villages. Two nocturnal birds of prey 
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like barn owl and spotted owlet belonging two 
extant families (Strigiformes and Tytonidae) of 
the order Strigiformes are observed during our 

study period at Kappatagudda and Bankapur 
fort area. Table 3 gives the list of 9 species of 
raptors recorded during the study period.  

Table 3 : List of raptor (predatory) birds observed in 24 localities 

S/N Common name Scientific name Family Order 

1 Black winged kite Elanus 
caeruleus 

Accipitridae Falconiformes 

2 Brahminy kite Haliastur indus Accipitridae Falconiformes 

3 Crested serpent 
eagle 

Spilornis cheela Accipitridae Falconiformes 

4 Shikra Accipiter badius Accipitridae Falconiformes 

5 Short toed snake 
eagle 

Circaetus 
gallicus 

Accipitridae Falconiformes 

6 Barn owl Tyto alba Tytonidae Strigiformes 

7 Spotted owlet Athene brama Strigidae Strigiformes 

8 Eurasian 
sparrowhawk 

Accipiter nisus Accipitridae Accipitriformes 

9 Osprey Pandion 
haliaetus 

Pandionidae Accipitriformes 

Non-passerines 
18 species of non-passerines chiefly arboreal 
birds belonging to 6 orders and 10 families are 
observed during the study period. Table 4 gives 
the list of species of non-passerines. Great Pied 
Hornbill and Malabar Pied Hornbill were noticed 
on   the   tree   trunks   of   Mangifera  indica and  

Artocarpous heterophyllus at Isloor, Bachanike 
and the forests near Sirsi. Indian peafowl in large 
numbers are observed during the study period at 
Karjagi, Hosaritti and Bankapur. Sluggish 
Malabar trogon was observed in forest area near 
Byatanal. Rare birds like demoiselle cranes were 
found in the fields around Heggeri.  

Table 4 : List of non-passerine (non-perching) birds observed in 24 localities 

S/N Common name Scientific name Family Order 

1 Bee eater (Small) Merops orientalis Meropidae Coraciiformes 
2 Blue jay (Indian roller) Coracias 

benghalensis Coraciidae Coraciiformes 

3 Great pied Hornbill Buceros bicornis Bucerotidae Coraciiformes 
4 Hoopoe  (Common) Upupa epops Upupidae Coraciiformes 
5 Indian grey hornbill 

(common) Ocyceros birostris Bucerotidae Coraciiformes 

6 Malabar pied hornbill 
(Indian)  

Anthracocerous 
coronatus Bucerotidae Coraciiformes 

7 Asian koel  Eudynamys 
scolopacea Cuculidae Cuculiformes 
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8 Lesser coucal  Centropus 
bengalensis Cuculidae Cuculiformes 

9 Grey junglefowl Gallus sonneratii Phasiandiae Galliformes 
10 Indian peafowl Pavo cristatus Phasiandiae Galliformes 
11 Jungle bush quail Perdicula asiatica` Phasiandiae Galliformes 
12 Painted spurlfowl Galloperdix lunulata Phasiandiae Galliformes 
13 Demoiselle crane Grus virgo Gruidae Gruiformes 
14 Crimson breasted barbet  Megalaima 

haemacephala Capitonidae Piciformes 

15 White cheeked barbet  Megalaima viridis Capitonidae Piciformes 
16 Wood pecker (lesser 

golden back) 
Dinopium 
benghalense Picidae Piciformes 

17 Woodpecker (white 
naped) 

Chrysocolaptes 
festivus Picidae Piciformes 

18 Malabar trogon Harpactes fasciatus Trogonidae Trogoniformes 

Passerines (perching / musical birds) 
These are technically members of the order 
passeriformes. Table 5 gives the list of 46 
species of passerines recorded during the study 
period. Among the 46 species, Asian   paradise 
flycatcher    is    noticed   near   Bachanike and 
Karjagi. Red whiskered bulbul and racked 
tailed drongo were noticed only in the 
localities of Uttara   Kannada   district,  India.   
Scarlet   Minivet  was restricted  to  the  thorny  

jungle of Itagi-Sasalawad and Papinaya 
knahali areas. Birds like black ibis, black 
winged stilt, cattle egret, grey heron, lesser 
pied kingfisher, little ringed plover, red 
wattled lapwing, white breasted kingfisher, 
white breasted water hen, white ibis, white 
necked stork are seen in terrestrial habitats 
during our study period. But these are not 
included in this paper as they are designated 
as aquatic birds.  

Table 5 : List of passerine (garden / song / perching) birds observed in 24 localities 

S/N Common name Scientific name Family Order 

1 Ashy crowned  
sparrow lark Ermopterix grisea Alaudidae Passeriformes 

2 Ashy prinia Prinia socialis Muscicapidae Passeriformes 

3 Asian paradise 
flycatcher 

Terpsiphone 
paradisi Monarchinae Passeriformes 

4 Babbler (large grey) Turdoides malcolmi Muscicapidae Passeriformes 
5 Babbler (yellow eyed) Chrysoma sinense Muscicapidae Passeriformes 
6 Black headed oriole Oriolus xanthornus Oriolidae Passeriformes 

7 Blue rock thrush Monticola solitarius 
pandoo Muscicapidae Passeriformes 

8 Bluethroat Luscinia svecica Muscicapidae Passeriformes 
9 Booted warbler Hippolais caligata Muscicapidae Passeriformes 

10 Brahminy starling Sturnus pagodarum Sturnidae Passeriformes 
11 Brown rock chat Cercomela fusca Muscicapidae Passeriformes 
12 Brown shrike Lanius cristatus Laniidae Passeriformes 
13 Bulbul (red vented) Pycnonotus cafer Pycnonotidae Passeriformes 
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14 Bulbul (red whiskered) Pycnonotus jocosus Pycnonotidae Passeriformes 

15 Common (barn) 
swallow Hirundo rustica Hirundinidae Passeriformes 

16 Common iora  Aegithina tiphia Irenidae Passeriformes 
17 Crow (house) Corvus splendens Corvidae Passeriformes 

18 Crow (jungle) (large 
billed) 

Corvus 
macrorhynchos Corvidae Passeriformes 

19 Drongo (black) / king 
crow 

Dicrurus 
macocercus Dicruridae Passeriformes 

20 Drongo (racked tailed) Dicrurus paradiseus Dicruridae Passeriformes 

21 Drongo (white bellied) Dicrurus 
caerulescens Dicruridae Passeriformes 

22 Eurasian golden oriole Oriolus oriolus Oriolidae Passeriformes 
23 Great (grey) tit Parus major Paridae Passeriformes 
24 Grey wagtail Motacilla cinerea Motacillidae Passeriformes 
25 House sparrow  Passer domesticus Passeridae Passeriformes 

26 Indian (oriental) small 
skylark Alauda gulgula Alaudidae Passeriformes 

27 Indian pitta Pitta brachyura Pittidae Passeriformes 

28 Indian (rufous) tree pie Dendrocitta 
vagabunda Corvidae Passeriformes 

29 Large pied wagtail Motacilla 
maderaspatensis Motacillidae Passeriformes 

30 Munia (black headed) Lonchura malacca Estrildidae Passeriformes 

31 Munia (spotted) Lonchura 
punctulata Estrildidae Passeriformes 

32 Munia (white throated) Lonchura 
malabarica Estrildidae Passeriformes 

33 Myna (jungle) Acridotheres  fuscus Sturnidae Passeriformes 
34 Myna (common) Acridotheres tristis Sturnidae Passeriformes 
35 Pied bushchat  Saxicola caprata Muscicapidae Passeriformes 
36 Red rumped swallow Hirundo daurica Hirundinidae Passeriformes 
37 Robin (oriental magpie) Copsychus saularis Muscicapidae Passeriformes 

38 Robin (indian) Saxicoloides 
fulicata Muscicapidae Passeriformes 

39 Rufous backed shrike Lanius schach Laniidae Passeriformes 

40 Scarlet minivet  Pericrocotus 
flammeus Campephagidae Passeriformes 

41 Singing bush lark Mirafa cantillans Alaudidae Passeriformes 
42 Southern grey shrike  Lanius meridionalis Laniidae Passeriformes 
43 Sunbird (purple rumped) Nectarinia zeylonica Nectariniidae Passeriformes 
44 Sunbird (purple) Nectarinia asiatica Nectariniidae Passeriformes 
45 Tailor bird (common) Orthotomus sutorius Muscicapidae Passeriformes 
46 Yellow wagtail Motacilla flava Motacillidae Passeriformes 

CONCLUSION 
The study of Indian ornithology was founded on 
bedrock of amateur interest. Jerdon Y. C. (a 
doctor, father of Indian ornithology), Allan O. 
Hume   (a bureaucrat),   Stuart   Baker   (a  police  

officer), Salim Ali (non-graduate but colossus in 
the field of Indian ornithology), Satish Pande (a 
doctor), Saleel Tambe, Niranjan Sant, Clement 
Francis, Samad Kotur (are from various other 
professions) have all contributed to equip the 
beginners as well as expert birdwatchers. Most of  
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the authors who have written more than 50 books 
had passionate interest in birds. All the authors 
have shared their views in the form of field 
guides, check list books, photographic guides, 
hand guides, pocket guides etc. These titles on 
feathered bipeds have provided a wealth of 
knowledge for birding enthusiasts the world 
over. Globally there are more than 25 journals 
inviting findings in the field of ornithology. But 
most of the papers published include the findings 
at important bird areas, wetlands and biodive-
rsity hotspots etc. A very few publications in the 
form of area-wise check list are available in the 
archives of journals. The present study docu-
ments the rich avifauna diversity showing that 
the area still provides some potential habitats for 
the population of the terrestrial birds. Therefore it 
is the need to monitor these areas systematically 
with a focused study on status, distribution and 
conservation birds of the North Karnataka 
region. It can be achieved only through public 
participation. The study could effectively provide 
the baseline for research which could be used in 
the near future for conservation purpose.  

RECOMMENDATIONS 
Biological diversity act stipulates that we need to 
prepare a register containing comprehensive 
information on availability and knowledge of 
local biological resources. This activity is 
appropriate to our biodiversity rich country and 
very much timely in the current era of rapid 
technological developments. The prospect of 
bringing together detailed locality and specific 
information on biodiversity collected from all 
over the country with the scientific information is 
an exciting one and promises to generate new 
levels of understanding. Such an enterprise   may 
even lead to new ways of doing science. This 
knowledge base would undoubtedly enhance our 
abilities to conserve sustainably use and 
equitably share the benefits from our rich 
heritage of biodiversity resources and associated 
knowledge, at all levels from individual villages 
to districts, states and the country as a whole. 
Hence it is recommended that ornithologists need 
to publish terrestrial birds diversity of their area 
which will be a useful information in compiling 
data of the country. 
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