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ABSTRACT 

The present study was conducted to find out parent-child relationship among late childhood.   

For the current study, the scale developed by W. Furman was used. The scale comprises of two 

sections namely-child version and parent version. A sample of 100 children and their parents 

were taken from Meerut city, India for the study. The sample was comprised of 50 boys and 50 

girls. Frequency, Percentage and correlation were used for statistical analysis. The results of the 

study indicates the positive relationship between parent, and their children. Though the 

inferences drawn from the study shows the positive parent - child relationship but it is not a high 

correlation. 

Key Words : Childhood, Parent child relationship, High correlation, Gender difference 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The family as a social system is comprises of 

three sub systems namely the marital, parent's 

Child and siblings, each of which influences 

each other and in turn, is influenced by other. 

Among these three family subsystems, the 

parent- child relationship is regarded as the 

core of family solidarity and the key element in 

determining the quality of family life.
3,6

 

The parent Child relationship in childhood 

typically ranging from 6-12 years laid a 

foundation of healthy relationship in future. 

Therefore the parent Child relationship is 

considered to be more crucial in the child's 

overall development than changes in the 

Composition of the household.
7,8

 

Furthermore, discipline is an important aspect 

of parenting therefore, the manner in which 

parents respond to a child's behavior has an 

impact on the child's self-esteem and his 

interactions with others. Moreover, Parental 

attitude is one of the important predictors of 

how the child would perceive himself/herself. 

If the parent views the child as wild, eventually 

the child begins to view himself in the same 

way.
 9,10

 

Graves, Walters and Stinnot stated that 

parental attitude is an important determinant of 

the relationship between parent and child. A 

numbers of researchers support the view that 

the favorable parental attitude toward children 

is the indicator of good healthy parent child 

relationship even later in life.
11,12

      

Defining parent-child relationship 

The parent-child relationship consists of a 

combination of behaviors, feelings and 

expectations that are unique to a particular 

parents and a particular child. The relationship 

involves the full extent of a child development. 

Objectives 

1) To asses the relationship between parent 

and children between 6 to 12 years. 

2) To asses the gender differences in parent 

child relationship. 

Review of literature  

Burman
2
 stated that however, based upon 

father and children's reports, stated that martial 

satisfaction and conflict style did not 

contribute unique Varian over the P.C.R. in 

predicting children's adjustment. 

Cleveland’s
4
 approach indicated that effective 

parenting, monitoring of the Childs activities, 

communication about substances, and parental 

warmth was related to child substance use 

more than 5 years later. 

Devor
5
 explored the recent development in the 

literature regarding parenting practice with a *Author for correspondence 



ISSN  0973 – 6921 ; E – ISSN 2319 – 5983                                                     J. Environ. Res. Develop. 

Journal of Environmental Research And Development         Vol. 12 No. 03, January-March 2018 

360 
 

focus on parenting style, parental monitoring, 

communication and supervision. 

Ackard
1
 studied the parent-child connectedness 

and behavioral and emotional health among 
children.

1
 A population based sample of 4746 

students in public schools completed the year 
2001 under project EAT (Earthling Among 
Teens) survey. The results so obtained 
indicated that the majority of girls and boys 
reported valuing their parents opinion when 
making serious decisions and believing that 
their parents cared about them. 
Knafo investigated genetic and environmental 

contributions to the relationships between 

children prosocial behavior and parental 

positively and negativity toward them, parental 

positively correlated positively, and parental 

negativity correlated negatively with prosocial 

behaviour shared environmental effects 

contributed mainly to the positive relationship 

between prosocial behavior  and parental 

positively. This pattern was found both cross 

sectionally and longitudinally. This findings 

pointed out to the importance of children's 

characteristics and of the Parent - child relati-

onship in family process. 

METHODOLOGY 

Sample design  

The aim of the present study was to assess 

the parent-child relationship in young 

children ranging between 6 -12 year. The 

sample design of the study is shown in Fig.1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 1 :  Sample design of study 

Sample selection  
In the sample selection the total of 100 

children and their parents were selected for the 

research. Children were both boys and girl 

purposive sampling was used in selecting the 

sample. Children were chosen thought 

randomization from the different areas of 

Meerut city on the basis of age and gender. 

Questionnaire used in current study is basically 

developed by W. Furman. 

Procedure 

For the present study 100 children and their 

parents were chosen for the research work. The 

children were both boy and girls. data was 

collected through the filling up of the 

questionnaire. Standardized questionnaires 

were administered with the request to appro-

aching the respondents.  First  meet was done  

individually on  all   the subjects at his/ her 

homes to meet their parents. General 

discussion was taking place about the 

relationship and the questionnaire with the 

request to please read the instructions carefully 

given on the front   page   of   questionnaire. 

They were also requested to clear their doubts 

if any before filling the questionnaire.  

Plan for analyses 

For present study, the data so collected was 

coded, and tabulated in simple tabular forms, 

then analyzed using frequency, percentage and 

coefficient of correlation for further statically 

analysis. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

In the present study, the data so obtained was 

analyzed with respect to the parameters like 

frequencies, coefficient of correlation etc for 

the statical analysis. 

Table 1 shows that 80% of the parent shows 

protectiveness towards their children followed 

by prosaically (65%), similarity and possessive 

(60%) affection (50%). The physical 

punishment was calculated as (10%), verbal 

punishment as (25%), Nurturing and shared 

decision is found to be (30%) only. The results 

indicated that the punishment given by the 

Parents to their girl child was miner.

Children age 6 -12 

50 Boys 50 Girls 
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Table 1 : Parental attitude toward their girls 

S/N Domains Frequency Percentage 

1 Possessive 30 60% 

2 Protectiveness 40 80% 

3 Affection 25 50% 

4 Quarreling 22 45% 

5 Prosocial 32 65% 

6 Similarity 30 60% 

7 Praise 27 55% 

8 Dominance 20 40% 

9 Intimacy 21 42% 

10 Physical Punishment 5 10% 

11 Admiration by Parent 12 25% 

12 Admiration of Parent 5 11% 

13 Deprivation of Privileges 20 40% 

14 Nurturance 20 40% 

15 Verbal Punishment 12 25% 

16 Shared Decision Making 15 30% 

17 Companionship 30 60% 

18 Gulit induction 12 35% 

19 Rationale 12 25% 

Table 2 : Parental attitude towards their boys 

S/N Domains Frequency Percentage 

1 Possessive 27 55% 

2 Protectiveness 30 60% 

3 Affection 25 75% 

4 Quarreling 16 35% 

5 Prosocial 22 70% 

6 Similarity 27 55% 

7 Praise 25 50% 

8 Dominance 20 40% 

9 Intimacy 16 35% 

10 Physical Punishment 22 45% 

11 Admiration by Parent 32 65% 

12 Admiration of Parent 12 25% 

13 Deprivation of Privileges 30 60% 

14 Nurtu ranee 22 45% 

15 Verbal Punishment 25 50% 

16 Shared Decision Making 20 40% 

17 Companionship 20 40% 

18 Guilt induction 22 45% 

19 Rationale 30% 30% 
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Table 2 shows that the parents are found more 

affectionate towards their child (boys) i.e. 

(75%), prosocial (70%), admistrated by their 

parents (65%) but some boys are also deprived 

of the privileges (60%) and guilt induction 

(45%) as indicated in the above table. Their 

intimacy towards their son was 35% but on the 

other hands, their verbal punishment and 

physical punishment is represented to be 50% 

and 45%. 

Table 3 : Girls attitude towards their parents 

S/N Domains Frequency Percentage 

1 Possessive 30 60% 

2 Protectiveness 21 42% 

3 Affection 46 95% 

4 Quarreling 22 46% 

5 Prosocial 30 60% 

6 Similarity 23 48% 

7 Praise 30 60% 

8 Dominance 30 60% 

9 Intimacy 30 60% 

10 Physical Punishment 2 5% 

11 Admiration by Parent 32 65% 

12 Admiration of Parent 4 10% 

13 Deprivation of Privileges 20 40% 

14 Nurturance 2 5% 

15 Verbal Punishment 4 10% 

16 Shared Decision Making 27 80% 

17 Companionship 21 42% 

18 Guilt induction 10 20% 

19 Rationale 21 42% 

Table 3 signifies that the girls have strong 

affection towards their parent i.e. 95%. They 

also shared decision making with their parents 

(80%). Often admired by their parents 65%, 

60% are also praised for the same. It is despite 

of guilt induction (20%) and verbal 

punishment (10%) as stated above.  

From Table 4, the boys show 85% intimacy 

towards their parents along with similar 

feelings towards the parents (80%), Prosocial 

(65%) and Nurturance (60%). The boys are 

also being admired by their parents (55%) but 

on the other hand physical punishment and 

rationale i.e. 20 each. Table 5 shows the 

correlation between boy children and their 

parents as O. 12033. The results indicate that 

the   correlation between boy children and their  

parents is good. But its not a very good 

relationship because parent-child relationship 

affected due to generation gap. 

Similarly, Table 6 shows that girl children and 

their parents are also found positively 

correlated and its value is 0.15411. As same as, 

this correlation is also not so good because of 

the generation gap. 

Eventually, Table 7 indicates that the children 

(both boys and girls) and their parents are 

positively correlated and has the value of 

0.15961. This correlation is also not so good due 

to the generation gap and gender difference. In 

general, parents are more protective about the 

girls than the boys in Indian society. This is but 

abvious because they take cautions about the 

security and well being of their girl child. The 
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social environment is still not very conducive and 

safe for the girls and results of the study 

suggested that care of girls affection is very high 

as comparison to boys. 

Table 4 : Boys attitude towards their parents 

S/N Domains Frequency Percentage 

1 Possessive 15 30% 

2 Protectiveness 27 55% 

3 Affection 30 66% 

4 Quarreling 15 30% 

5 Prosocial 32 65% 

6 Similarity 27 80% 

7 Praise 22 45% 

8 Dominance 25 50% 

9 Intimacy 29 85% 

10 Physical Punishment 10 20% 

11 Admiration by Parent 27 55% 

12 Admiration of Parent 10 20% 

13 Deprivation of Privileges 20 40% 

14 Nurturance 30 60% 

15 Verbal Punishment 10 20% 

16 Shared Decision Making 15 30% 

17 Companionship 10 20% 

18 Guilt induction 16 35% 

19 Rationale 10 20% 

Table 5 : Correlation between boy child and their parents 

Gender N Correlation 

Boys 50 0.12033 

Parents 50 1.00000 

Table 6 : Correlation between girl child and their parents 

Gender N Correlation 

Girls 50 0.15411 

Parents 50 1.00000 

Table 7 : Correlation between children and their parents 

Children N Correlation 

Children 100 0.15961 

Parents 100 1.00000 
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The girls have much affection towards their 

parents but the parents are found more inclined 

for the boys comparative to the girls, Hence the 

study, clearly indicates that parents show gender 

difference in their son and daughter. 

In case of punishment (verbal or physical), boys 

percentage is observed higher than girls. The 

reason for this difference is that the girls are timid 

by nature and therefore harsh punishments are 

not necessary for them to keep them under 

control. But as far as the boys are concerned they 

need certain strict punishing techniques so that 

they are fearful of committing big mistakes. And 

thus they would be abide by what their parents 

wanted from them to do. 

Here the parents and children was seems to be 

positively correlated but not too much. The anal-

ysis indicates that it is again not a very good 

relationship because due to the generation gap 

and gender difference. The thinking of both par-

ent and children is going to be changing rapidly. 

CONCLUSION 

The present investigation was undertaken with 

view to analyze parent-child relationship in 

late childhood. Hence questionnaire developed 

by Furman was used for the study and the 

results of the current were taken out after 

analyzing, frequency, percentage and correla-

tion method. Therefore, it is concluded that the 

relationship between parents and children is 

critical for the positive development of 

children. Specifically, a common during 

childhood is that the way in which parents are 

able to sensitively regulate their parenting 

behavior based on the developmental needs of 

their children is a critical determinate of 

positive out come. Additionally, the context in 

which the parent child relationship occurs is 

important in affecting the qualities of that 

relationship. Thus the parents should give more 

love and affection to their children and they 

should not show gender difference in children 

while caring their wards. 
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